Doctrine of the Holy Spirit — Week 2 Study Guide

l. Distinctive Activities of the Holy Spirit

From the beginning of creation, the Holy Spirit has completed and sustained what God the Father planned and what God the Son
began. Romans 8:23 refers to believers possessing the “first-fruits” of the Spirit, while 2 Corinthians 1:22 and 5:5 describe the Spirit
as God’s guarantee. Throughout Scripture, the Spirit consistently works in creation, revelation, redemption, empowerment, restraint,
and guidance.

The Two Great Words

The Written Word — 2 Peter 1:20-21: Scripture was “carried along by the Holy Spirit.” The biblical writers were guided by the unseen
hand of the Spirit both during the writing process and throughout their lives, resulting in inspired and trustworthy Scripture.

The Living Word — John 14:13-14: When believers pray according to God’s will, God receives glory through the work manifested by
the Holy Spirit. Miracles and manifestations reveal God’s greatness. The Greek word dunamis means power, strength, ability, or
might.

The Two Great Works

The Work of Creation — Genesis 1:2: The Spirit hovered over the waters while the earth was without form and void, bringing order
out of chaos. Psalm 33:6 and Psalm 104:30 reveal the Spirit sustaining all life. Genesis 2:7 and Job 33:4 show the Spirit as the
source of human life.

The Work of Redemption — Revelation 22:17: The Holy Spirit invites humanity to salvation and eternal fellowship with Christ.

Overarching Ministries of the Holy Spirit

* Gave life in Jesus’ virgin birth (Luke 1:35).

* Inspired the writers of Scripture, making God’'s Word trustworthy (1 Peter 1:20-21).
* Glorifies God and points believers toward Christ (John 16:14).

* Indwells believers and empowers them for ministry (Acts 1:8).

« Convicts unbelievers concerning sin and coming judgment (John 16:7-11).

Old Testament Covenant Ministry

Regeneration and Heart Transformation: Deuteronomy 30:6 describes “circumcision of the heart,” meaning spiritual renewal
through the Holy Spirit. Ezekiel 11:19-20 and Ezekiel 36:26-27 promise a new heart and Spirit producing obedience and faithfulness.
Jeremiah 31:33-34 foretells God writing His law on the hearts of His people. Ezekiel 37:1-14 uses the valley of dry bones to illustrate
spiritual resurrection and renewal.

Revealing God’s Presence: The Spirit revealed God’s word through prophets such as Balaam, Ezekiel, and Zechariah. The Spirit
came upon the seventy elders with Moses, causing them to prophesy. Joshua, David, Saul, and Samson were also empowered for
leadership and special tasks.

Empowerment of the Holy Spirit

The Spirit sustained all living creatures (Psalm 104:30; Job 34:14-15). Joshua received wisdom and leadership through the Spirit.
The judges Othniel, Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson were empowered to deliver Israel. Saul received power for battle, while David
was equipped for kingship when “the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David.” Bezalel was given artistic skill and the ability to teach
others while constructing the tabernacle.

Restraint and Guidance

The Holy Spirit restrains sinfulness (Genesis 6:3) and limits Satan’s activity until God’s appointed time (2 Thessalonians 2:3-8). The
Spirit departed from Samson and Saul because of persistent disobedience. Isaiah 63:10 warns against grieving the Holy Spirit
through rebellion.

The Spirit guided Israel during the Exodus, protected His people after exile, and brought judgment upon rebellion. In 1 Samuel
19:20-23, Saul and his messengers were overwhelmed by the Spirit and involuntarily prophesied.

New Covenant Fulfillment — Old Testament Prophecy

Isaiah 32:14-18 and Isaiah 44:3 promised blessings through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 63:7-14 warned that the
departure of the Spirit removes God’s blessings. Ezekiel 36:26-27, Ezekiel 37:14, Ezekiel 39:29, and Joel 2:28-29 predicted a New
Covenant in which God’s Spirit would dwell more fully among His people.
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might.
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out of chaos. Psalm 33:6 and Psalm 104:30 reveal the Spirit sustaining all life. Genesis 2:7 and Job 33:4 show the Spirit as the
source of human life.

The Work of Redemption — Revelation 22:17: The Holy Spirit invites humanity to salvation and eternal fellowship with Christ.
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Empowerment of the Holy Spirit

The Spirit sustained all living creatures (Psalm 104:30; Job 34:14-15). Joshua received wisdom and leadership through the Spirit.
The judges Othniel, Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson were empowered to deliver Israel. Saul received power for battle, while David
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Spirit departed from Samson and Saul because of persistent disobedience. Isaiah 63:10 warns against grieving the Holy Spirit
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The Spirit guided Israel during the Exodus, protected His people after exile, and brought judgment upon rebellion. In 1 Samuel
19:20-23, Saul and his messengers were overwhelmed by the Spirit and involuntarily prophesied.
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